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Australian South Sea Islanders - Chronological achievements 2011-2015 

OUR ORGANISATION: The Australian South Sea Islanders – Port Jackson (ASSI-PJ) represent the 
interests and human rights of Australian South Sea Islander (ASSI) people. It seeks to promote ASSI 
culture and identity as a culturally distinct group within Australia. ASSI-PJ works to ensure the ongoing 
social, economic, political and cultural wellbeing of ASSI people.  

The term “Australian South Sea Islander” (ASSI) refers to the Australian descendants of people brought 
to Australia from the Pacific as indentured slave laborers in 1847 (through Benjamin Boyd). Recruited to 
work and establish Australia’s sugar cane, maritime and pastoral industries. Today’s ASSI descendants 
trace their heritage across more than 80 Western Pacific islands including the Solomon Islands, 
Vanuatu (formerly the New Hebrides) in Melanesia, the Loyalty Islands, Samoa, Kiribati, Rotuma (Fiji), 
Tuvalu in Polynesia and Micronesia.  

ASSI share a unique cultural relationship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. This 
evident cultural kinship with Australia’s First Nations Peoples is born out of an interconnected, socio-
political history that has transformed the demographic genealogies through this labor trade and 
resultant inter-marriage. Today the most significant ASSI ‘colony’ is on Mua (St Pauls) Island, in the 
Torres Straits which saw an influx of South Sea Islanders transported there for pearling and bêche-de- 
mer industries through the London Missionary Society from 1870 onwards. 

The socio-historical impact of Australia’s indentured labor history, akin to slavery has left ASSI people 
marginalized, unrecognized, and even unknown to exist as citizens of Australia, with their significant 
labor contribution to the nation’s economic base hidden in history, and their own history hidden even 
from themselves as a community.  

OUR BOARD - MRS BONITA MABO, AO ASSI.PJ patron and eminent leader, renowned for her 
tireless commitment to her communities and support of the revolutionary Mabo Land Rights case. Aunty 
Bonita’s continued work was recognised by the Commonwealth Government receiving an Order of 
Australia, granted during the significant 150th year of recognition for ASSI. 
EMELDA DAVIS (president) has worked across a number of Federal and State Government initiatives 
delivering community development projects via education, training, media and sport platforms.  
DANNY TOGO (vice president) brings 20 years’ experience in logistics and office management.  
MELINA FAKATAVA (secretary) 15 years in customer service and production management.  
SHOLA DIOP (treasurer) recent Winthrop University division one scholarship recipient and graduate 
with honors and life time membership to the internationally recognised Beta Gamma Sigma Business 
Society is currently employed by one of the big four worldwide accounting firms Ernst and Young. 
SHIREEN MALAMOO (board / elder) former ATSIC Commissioner continues her 40 plus years of 
community work for the Justice Health Board and the Bobby Sykes Foundation in Sydney and has 
been instrumental in her role on the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Panel to the City of 
Sydney in having the word ‘Invasion’ included in the Cities corporate plan preamble. Shireen’s network 
profiles have been instrumental in opening doors for ASSI.PJ in Sydney particularly.   

Mabo: www.assipj.com.au/honorary-patron-mrs-bonita-mabo_ao/ 

Meet the Team: www.assipj.com.au/meet-the-team/ 
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STRATEGY TEAM: In maintaining good governance practices the ASSI.PJ work with a dedicated 
strategy-team.  
  
PARAMOUNT CHIEF DUANE VICKERY who has a Bachelor of Education and completed a Masters of 
Education at the University of New England and worked for the Federal Government in Indigenous 
Affairs. More recently Duane has completed a Roberta Sykes Bursary to attend an intensive Executive 
Education program, ‘The Art and Practice of Leadership Development’ at the Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University in the United States of America.  

HISTORICAL ADVISORY TEAM: The Historical Advisory Panel to the ASSI.PJ is made up of five 
professors and headed by Professor Clive Moore from the University of Queensland and Professor 
Gracelyn Smallwood from James Cook University.  

PROFESSOR CLIVE MOORE CSI, FAHA, holds BA Hons and PhD degrees from James Cook 
University. He has taught at James Cook University, University of Papua New Guinea and University of 
Queensland, where he is now McCaughey Professor of Pacific and Australian History in the School of 
History, Philosophy, Religion and Classics.  
 
PROFESSOR GRACELYN SMALLWOOD - AO, MSc, RN. A Vanuatu descendant and Birri-gubba 
Woman & Elder for the Birri people in Townsville Gracelyn was awarded Queensland Aboriginal of the 
Year in 1986; an Order of Australia medal in 1992 for service to public health, particularly HIV-AIDS 
education; and in 1994 was the first woman, Indigenous person and non-pediatrician to receive the 
Henry Kemp Memorial Award at the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 
Scholarship in cross-cultural comparative health of Maori and First Nations in New Mexico and Arizona, 
and then Polynesian disadvantage in Hawaii.  

More detail on other professors: Doug Hunt, Francis Bobongie and Steve Mullins 
www.assipj.com.au/assi-historical-advisory-panel/ 

The ASSI.PJ have a strong media strategy that has consistently seen reputable media organisations 
cover the ASSI plight such as ABC Radio National, ABC Radio Pacific, Gadigal Radio, Vanuatu Radio, 
NITV, SBS, WIN TV, Ch7, TV, SBS Radio, ABC Mackay Radio, ABC TV – Late Line, News 24, ABC 
Online, Koori Mail, National Indigenous Times, Torres News, Palm Island Bulletin, Townsville Bulliten, 
Mackay Bulliten, The Australian, Courier Mail, Sunday Mail and many more via our website 
www.assipj.com.au  

• ASSI.PJ have been an affective lobby group who have consistently achieved since 2009 
seeing our organisation formally registered in 2010 to continue the much-needed revival of 
Australian South Sea Island affairs addressing our socio – economic needs.  

• Commonwealth Recognition 1994, Queensland Recognition 2000, 2001 QLD action plan now 
superseded, NSW Recognition 2013, Federal Parliament motion of regret (debate) on a slave 
trade September 2014.  

• Evidence-based demographic research by our historical advisory team shows there are an 
estimate 40,000 descendants today, which compliment a contemporary Pacific Island 
Community demographic of some 300,000. In total representing a collective 340,000 strong 
having to be explored as having a shared history in blackbirding of the Pacific. 
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2015  

• National Congress of Australia’s First Peoples (meeting with Les Malezer) supported inclusion 
of a variation of recommendations to the United Nations Human Rights - Universal Periodic 
Review from Sydney based Australian South Sea Islanders (Port Jackson) (ASSIPJ) and the 
ASSI NSW State Alliance. 
http://www.assipj.com.au/southsea/wpcontent/uploads/recommendations-united-nations-
human-rights.pdf 

• Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Special Rapporteur for the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the United 
Nations (keynote at the University of Sydney). Emelda Davis presented an information package 
on ASSI history and movement. http://sydney.edu.au/environment-institute/events/indigenous-
peoples-and-globalisation/ 

• University of Sydney - Defence of Country: Aboriginal People Dealing with the impacts of 
globalization in Australia Speakers include: Adrian Burragubba, Wangan and Jagalingou (Qld), 
Clayton Lewis, Aboriginal Heritage Action Alliance (WA), Dr Anne Poelina, Nyikina Mangala 
(WA), Curtis Taylor, Mardu (WA), Adrian Woodley, Yindjibarndi (WA). Emelda Davis spoke as 
an audience participant on ASSI history and movement as well presented information 
packages and ASSI showreel to all speakers. 
http://sydney.edu.au/environmentinstitute/events/defence-of-country-aboriginal-people-dealing-
with-the-impacts-of-globalisation-in-australia-2/ 

• WANTOK 2015 – Lismore, NSW State Body Working Group formed and elected through 
registered organisations as a means of good governance for our ASSI communities. Careers 
Australia, Aboriginal / ASSI Ministries, TASSI. Organisations from Sunshine Coast, Brisbane, 
Bundaberg and Sydney. Tweed Heads – Fiona Mount, Lismore Gordon Johnson & Emanuel 
Johnson, Coffs Harbour – Emmanuel Fewquandie and Sydney – president Emelda Davis & 
Zac Wone. ‘ Australian South Sea Islanders NSW State Alliance ‘ ASSINSWSA. Attendees 
included Federal Member for Page – Kevin Hogan, Mayor Jenny Dowell and traditional owners 
welcome Bundjalung elder Aunty Dorothy. Facilitators – Harold Fatnowna BASSIMG, 
Emmanuel Fewquandie, Matt Nagas Bundaberg ASSI Org.                     
www.assipj.com.au/nsw-‐state-‐body-‐working-‐group-‐formed/ 

• ANNECTO is a community inclusion not for profit organisation facilitation with Hon Shayne 
Neumann MP Federal Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Shadow Minister for Ageing and 
Hon. Tanya Plibersek on the concern for Ageing Australian South Sea Islanders Aged and High 
Care needs. ASSIPJ presented 60 names from community Tweed, Lismore, Western Sydney 
Regions. www.annecto.org.au/ 

• Young Labor Party Leaders - Sharing Blackbirding history with the Young Labor Party leaders. 
4th December 2014 – Zac Wone Indigenous deputy chair.  

  www.assipj.com.au/sharing-blackbirding-history-young-labor-party-leaders/ 

•  Invitation to PACIFIC SPIRIT opening at the Australian Museum with the The Hon Julie Bishop 
MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs. www.australianmuseum.net.au/event/pacific-spirit 
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•  ASSI.PJ Emergency response to cyclone pam Vanuatu hosted a fundraiser appeal concert 
Tuff Tumas for Vanuatu 2015. Engaged acroos the board in arts culture and government 
representation seeing Hon. Linda Burney, Member for Sydney Alex Greenwich, special guests 
Vanuatu High Commission Kalfau Kaloris, VU Minister for Foreign Affairs. Welcome to Country 
CEO Metropolitan Land Council. Delivered 5 x 40ft HC cubed containers in collaboration with 
key Sydney disaster aid providers and SWIRE Shipping raising over $700,000 worth of specific 
need resources for the people of Vanuatu. www.assipj.com.au/discussions-today-regarding-
the-distribution-of-the-five-containers-which-have-landed/ 

• ASSI.PJ partnered with Action Aid Australia and negotiated the Rainbow Warrior / Greenpeace 
support for some of the sea distribution in collaboration with ni Vanuatu organisation Tafea 
Australia Connection Community to the 5 main islands of the Tafea province – Tanna, Aniwa, 
Aniytien, Fatuna and Erromango.  www.assipj.com.au/rainbow-warrior-arrival-in-port-vila/ 

• Vanuatu Government Officials meet and greets were with Hon. Edward Nipake Natapei - 
Parliamentary Secretary, Mr Peter Sakita – Luganville Town Clerk - Santo, NDMO Chair 
Jotham Napat – Director of Climate Change, Mr Naiua Ronald – Private Secretary, Director for 
NDMO Shadrack Welegtabit,  Director General Cooperation & External Trade - Johnny George 
Koanapo.   

• Competing Voices: The Status of Indigenous Languages in the French Pacific and Australia. 
Presented by the Embassy of France in Australia and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Research Network in the Office of the DVC (Indigenous Strategy and Services) Prof. Nick 
Enfield (moderator) Dept. of Linguistics at the University of Sydney (USYD), Ernie Dingo (film 
TV celebrity), Prof. Bernard Rigo is Professor of Oceanic Languages and Cultures at the 
University of New Caledonia Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research and Director of the Centre of 
New Studies of the Pacific (CNEP). Prof. Jakelin Troy is Director, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Research at the USYD. Emelda Davis  founding member of the ASSI.PJ. 

 www.sydney.edu.au/sydney_ideas/lectures/2015/competing_voices_pacific_forum.shtml 
 

• With the support of Hon. Tanya Plibersek ASSI.PJ drafted a chronology of achievements and 
submitted a request for consideration to the National Policy Forum 2015 National Platform – 
Consultation Draft. Our request for policy consideration: Labor recognises the Australian South 
Sea Islander  community as suffering the same disadvantages and neglect as Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders. To remedy this we will include a specific question on the national 
census to ensure accurate demographic statistics and ascertain their current socio economic 
status, which will then be used to develop meaningful programs and services for this distinct 
cultural group.     www.alp.org.au/npf  

• ABC TV - Q&A statement aired 1st June on blackbirding then contacted by Sydney Morning 
Herald National to write and article published 3rd June (9:50PM) titled ‘Blackbirding shame yet 
to be acknowledged in Australia’ www.smh.com.au/national/blackbirding-shame-yet-to-be-
acknowledged-in-australia-20150603-ghfn9c.html 

• Australian Disputes Centre (ADC) – ASSIPJ delegate Emelda Davis sponsored to complete 
international accreditation in Mediation (skills, Techniques & Practice)  
www.disputescentre.com.au/ 
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2014   

•  Australian Bureau of Statistics meeting – Sydney with Alex Greenwich Member for Sydney 
Michael Chapman, Geoff de Baux - Statistical Consultant to NSW Government, Paul Roper - 
Asst. Director client services, Will Swain - Indigenous Engagement Manager NSW ACT, 
Shireen Malamoo, Emelda Davis.   

•  Wantok Mackay far North QLD saw 450 participants over 4 days inclusive of government 
officials Mayor of Mackay Deirdre Comeford, Jason Costigan, Tim Mulherin, Mrs Bonita Mabo, 
Rowena Trieve, Emelda Davis, Mackay Regional Council.                   
www.assipj.com.au/poem-entitled-wantok-breakthrough/ 

•  Community Relations Commission – NSW funded an application for $20,000 to host capacity 
building workshops in NSW to further the demographic work in three locations Tweed Heads, 
Lismore, Sydney.   

•  Mackay QLD ASSI national constitutional meeting with NASSIGWG, Gilbert & Tobin Law Firm 
facilitating.   

•  Casula Power House Art Centre (Western Sydney), Pacific Gods festival opened by Vanuatu 
High Commission Kalfau Kaloris. Emelda Davis appointed to the CPAC advisory committee.   

•  Solomon Islands Consulate General – Independance Day speech on blackbirding history and 
performance by Shireen Malamoo   

•  St Johns Church Town Hall - Glebe host the ASSI Recognition Day: MC Pastor Ray Minniecon, 
Graham Mooney, NSW Council for Pacific Communities – guest speaker chair Mal Fruean 
entertainment by Dadumba (African percussion), Shireen Malamoo and pastor Ray Minniecon. 

•  NSW Council for Pacific Communities - ASSI.PJ Emelda Davis presents the ASSI community 
history at the Annual Pacific Island Awards in Western Sydney to some 500 officials made up 
of the Multicultural NSW CEO and staff, Government Ministers and and Pacific Island leaders 
and community organisation heads. www.nswcpc.org.au/ 

•    Christensen Fund Philanthropy approved $34,000 to deliver two capacity building workshops 1. 
Vanuatu 2. Solomon Islands. These applications are supported by the Solomon Islands 
National Museum with the assistance of Prof. Clive Moore and the Vanuatu Indigenous 
Descendants Association. The workshop highlighted reconnection for the families in Solomon’s 
and Vanuatu from a descendants collaborative exchange, share in screen culture findings of 
Wantok 2012/2013 and ideas of cultural reconnection. Vanuatu Commemoration Ceremony, 
Solomon Islands Blackbird exhibition, Solomon’s workshop:            
www.assipj.com.au/solomon-island-workshop-2014/ 

•    September 1st Federal Parliament motion of regret and debate recognizing slavery attended by 
Emelda Davis, Shireen Malamoo and community activist Graham Mooney. 
www.keithpitt.com.au/news/pmb-australian-south-sea-islanders 

•   Emelda Davis, President (sponsored) travelled to Mauritius to attend the commemoration 
ceremonies as a guest speaker and to present her paper “Australian South Sea Islanders: 
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Indenture or Something Akin to Slavery?” at the 3-5 November that conference organised and 
attended by the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund and UNESCO delegates. This was the first 
international academic  presentation by an Australian South Sea Islander on the history of 
ASSI.  www.assipj.com.au/mauriitus-2014/ 

•  Solomon Islands ‘Finding Famili Workshop’ hosted by ASSI.PJ and attended by descendants 
Emelda Davis, Danny Togo ASSI.PJ VP (Vanuatu descent), Leona Byquar DASSI Sunshine 
Coast Secretary (Solomon Island descent), Zac Wone Indigenous Deputy Chair of the Young 
Labor Party (Vanuatu descent), Professor Clive Moore from Queensland University and 
Graham Mooney Educator, Cultural Mentor, Spiritual advisor and Activist (Solomon Island and 
Vanuatu descent).  Outcomes saw a national body established represent the 10 provinces of 
Solomons. www.assipj.com.au/solomon-island-workshop-2014/ 

•    Sydney University Y A R N presentation on blackbirding history Mackleay Museum and ANU 
Canberra   

•  Sydney University - Australian Association of Pacific Studies blackbirding history presentation / 
panel Emelda Davis, Shireen Malamoo, Danny Togo and Mackay guest Marcia Eves  

•  Rockhampton QLD ASSI national constitutional community meeting with Gilbert and Tobin Law 
Firm facilitating.   

•  ASSI.PJ presented our blackbirding history and song performances by Shireen Malamoo and 
Torres Strait Islander Agnes Ware at the 2014 Oceana Festival for the World Parks Summit 
welcome of the Mua Voyage Vaka’s arrival in awareness of climate change affecting our Pacific 
Islands.   

 2013   

•  Meetings with the following Ministers – Senator Bob Carr (Sydney), PI advisor to Bob Carr 
Edward Vridk (Canberra), Senator Matt Thistlewaite (Sydney), Senator Kate Lundy (Canberra), 
MAQ Minister Glen Elms (QLD), Member for Mackay Tim Malherin (QLD), Alex Greenwich 
member for Sydney, Jamie Parker Greens Minister (Sydney).   

•  March 2013 saw board members Shireen Malamoo and Emelda Davis present at the World 
Council of Indigenous People preparatory meeting for Indigenous communities of the Pacific at 
the National Centre for Indigenous Excellence (2013) - Redfern. Invited by the National 
Congress of Australia's First Peoples - (Les Malzer) recommendations went through to the New 
York preparatory meeting for 2014.    http://www.assipj.com.au/southsea/wp-
content/uploads/extract-WCIP-recommendations-pg13.pdf 

•  Solomon Islands Consulate General –Independance Day speech on blackbirding history and 
performance by Shireen Malamoo   

•  Pirrima Park , Pyrmont ASSI Recognition Day: with Pastor Ray Minniecon, Marcus Corowa 
entertainment and ASSI community members BBQ. 
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•  Commonwealth Government approved $50,000 to deliver three capacity building workshops 
across ASSI communities Brisbane, Tweed Heads and Mackay. (acquittal via below link) 
www.assipj.com.au/southsea/wp-content/uploads/acquittal-wantok-capacity-building-project.pdf 

•    ASSI.PJ delegates guest attendance to speak at the Vanuatu Commemoration Ceremony and 
reenactment in Port Vila in recognition of 150 years since their forefathers were blackbirded. 
Some 160 ASSIs attended the ceremony and were special guests to the VU Prime Ministers 
gala event.   

•  15th August 2013 saw Alex Greenwich MP put forward a motion of recognition for ASSI in 
NSW which saw commitment from the Minister for Communities Hon. Victor Dominello to work 
with the ASSI.PJ to further developments working in with the Australian Bureau of Statistics to 
assess the contemporary demographic of our NSW community with an option to expand the 
process across Australia and abroad. 
www.alexgreenwich.com/nsw_parliament_recognises_australia_s_history_of_slavery 

•  Sydney University event - Sydney Ideas was in recognition of 150 years for Queensland 
indentured labour respected journalist Jeff Mc Mullen and renowned activist Prof. Gracelyn 
Smallwood, Prof. Clive Moore, Member for Sydney Alex Greenwich and chair Emelda Davis 
speak on human rights for Australian South Sea Islanders and the amnesia Australia is 
suffering in regards to the history and recognition of a people.           
www.assipj.com.au/sydney-ideas/ 

•  Townsville QLD consultation and Robert Towns silent protest. Ayr QLD 150 Gala dinner and 
Burdekin consultation. Townsville ASSI community consultation. Canberra consultation with 
Torres Strait Island community and Palm Island consultation regarding Wantok 2013. Torres 
Strait Island DATSIMA phone consultation and St Pauls email and phone consultation with 
Member for St Pauls – Kiwat Lui.   

•  The State Library QLD based in Brisbane donated $10,000 worth of facilities for Wantok ASSI 
national Capacity Building Forum in recognition of 150 years since our forefathers were bought 
to Australia. Guest speakers were representative for Prime Minister Tony Abbott - Federal 
Minister Jane Prentice and our revered Chairperson, Mrs. Bonito Mabo AO. Other 
distinguished guests were Brisbane Deputy Lord Mayor Cr. Angela Owen-Taylor, Aunty Carole 
Currie, a South East Queensland Elder from Jugura Country, and Aunty Jenni Willie, Tim 
Mulherin, Member for Mackay in Queensland, Hon. Ralph Regenvanu Vanuatu Minister for 
Lands, Mr. Les Meltzer Co-Chair of National Congress for Australia’s First Peoples, Settlement 
and Multicultural Affairs Queensland Manager Sue Charnley, Emelda Davis. Our International 
representation from Vanuatu saw the attendance of Paramount Chiefs representing the 
Vanuatu Indigenous Descendants Association (VIDA) and the TAFEA Australian Connections 
Community and Vanuatu singers/dancers who performed an authentic Tanna Island dance 
never seen before outside of Tanna Island. Election of a national representative.   

•  ASSI.PJ were contracted to Gilbert and Tobin law firm to draft and develop an ASSI national 
constitution.   

  Wantok Tweed Heads NSW (Northern Rivers) saw over 200 participants and government  
  officials open Cr Barry Longland, Mrs Bonita Mabo, Prof. Clive Moore, Natalie Pakoa, Duane 
  Vickery, Chief Richard, Kathy Frankland – DATSIMA QLD, Emelda Davis. 
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2012   

•  Meeting with Danny Gilbert CEO of Gilbert & Tobin Lawfirm (Sydney) governance and DGR 
status advice. www.gtlaw.com.au/ 

•   Secured pro bono services from Zakumi Consultancy strategy development – Ultimo Sydney 
NSW. www.zakumi.com.au/ 

•   Coordinated and delivered Wantok 2012 Bundaberg – ASSI national conference. 
www.assipj.com.au/wantok-2012-videos/ 

•  NSW Premier donated $5,000 and a further $3,900 from Bundaberg Council In the lead up to 
Wantok 2012. Southern Cross University NSW donated $2,000 and supported with inkind 
administration students. ASSI company Mooney Constructions Brisbane donate $2,000.  Prior 
we had community consultation with Tweed Heads peak ASSI body, Brisbane bodies x 2 and 
Bundaberg QLD BDASSI & District Action Group about Wantok participation. All bodies 
provided support letters from their association including Vanuatu Government and a 
considerable number of other organisations. Below are links to the Inaugural ASSI conference 
video coordinated by the ASSI.PJ who were nominated the interim national body at Wantok 
2012 by over 400 delegates. Wantok 2012 saw 400 + delegates per day inclusive of 40 + 
Paramount Chiefs, academics and families from the islands. COS Quick response ($1,000) 
grant for certificates. A further $1,000 donated at Wantok by ASSI community business. MAQ 
CAMS supported with printing services. BDASSI all catering and billeting accommodation. 
Funds were acquitted successfully. (acquittal via below link)          
www.assipj.com.au/southsea/wp-content/uploads/acquittal-bundaberg.pdf 

•  Glebe Church Town Hall host the ASSI.PJ event 20 years on recognition day opened by the 
Lord Mayor of Sydney and attended by Jamie Parker – Greens Minister, community leaders 
and a major performance by Fijian Duavati Dance troop. Un-funded community event attended 
by approximately 150 people. Raised $3,000 www.assipj.com.au/assi-pj_events-gallery/ 

•    University of Technology Sydney - Shopfront http://www.shopfront.uts.edu.au/ have actively 
supported with volunteer master students in national research data collation and website 
design delivered. www.assipj.com.au 

2011  

•  Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore – Questioned NSW Premier Barry OFarrell response on 
NSW Parliament website. 0120—SOUTH SEA ISLANDERS 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/la/qala.nsf/18101dc36b638302ca257146007ee41%20a/8f91
628986a10549ca25788e000c078e?OpenDocument 

•  Four ASSI.PJ delegates travel (self funded) to Bald Hills, Brisbane consultation regarding 
national body developments to meet with the ASSI community leaders, Vanuatu Government 
Ministers, Council of Chiefs of the Vanuatu Indigenous Descendants Association (VIDA) and 
community representatives. As an outcome of that meeting ASSI.PJ were appointed as the 
main coordinating body for the inaugural Wantok 2012 Bundaberg conference QLD. 
www.assipj.com.au/assi-pj_events-gallery/  
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•  St Johns Church Town Hall - Glebe host the ASSI Recognition Day: attended by the Minister 
for Social Inclusion the Hon. Tanya Plibersek who is sincerely interested in ASSI affairs and 
responds occasionally to our emails in support giving sound advice.                 
www.assipj.com.au/assi-pj_events-gallery/ 

•  Deputy Lord Mayor Marcelle Hoff support and advice on constitution developments were 
facilitated with support of Larry Galbraith advisor to Lord Mayor Sydney her advisor Michael 
Chapman briefed ASSI.PJ on the pros in adopting the New Mardi Gras constitution presented 
at the ASSI.PJ community meeting at Pyrmont Community Centre (40 people in attendance).   

•  2011 early 2012 ASSI.PJ met with Senator Hon. Richard Marles (Canberra) recommendations 
were to establish a national voice. www.assipj.com.au/assi-pj_events-gallery/   

•  Minister Hon. Victor Dominello’s advisor Peter Smigel (Sydney) recommendations to apply to 
the Community Relations Commission for funding.   

Document prepared by Emelda Davis – president / PO Box 117 Pyrmont NSW 2009 

Mobile: 0416300946 / Email: assi.pj@gmail.com   www.assipj.com.au 

 

	  


