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Australia’s INDENTURED LABOUR akin to SLAVERY

Over 800 voyagers to the state of Queensland between 1863 - 1904



Melanesian labourers in Queensland Australia cane fields

Extract of facts
1847 - Ben Boyd entrepreneur bought 122 labourers to Eden NSW

e 1863-1908 mass recruitment over 800 voyagers of 55,000 indentured
labourers on 62,000 contracts (akin to slavery)
15,000 died between 1863 — 1908

e 1901 the White Australia policy deported over 7,000 ASSIs on mass after
40 years of existence in Australia using the wages of deceased labourers.

Read more by historical facts by Professor Clive Moore:
WWW.assipj.com.au



Slavery?
The standard definition of slavery for the last 88 years has been Article 1(1) of the 1926
Slavery Convention which reads: Slavery is the status or condition of a person over whom any
or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.

De Jure

* | would argue that the 1926 Slavery Convention definition - where a person legally
owns another- is a de jure application of the laws, but the term 'slavery' can also
be applied in a de facto sense, where a person exercises the powers attached to
the rights of ownership instead of exercising the right of ownership over a person.
As Jean Allain and Kevin Bales, eminent scholars of slavery, suggest in their 2012
(page 3) "Slavery and Its Definition" article, "... a person could be in a condition of
slavery without legal ownership, if it could be shown that they were treated like a
slave in fact, if not in law." This was the situation with the original immigrant South
Sea Islander generation, the indentured labourers.

De facto

* In a de facto sense the Islanders were enslaved and the indenture process which
brought them from their islands should be recognised as slavery. It overlapped
with slavery and contemporary observers often regarded it as slavery. Like many
situations where slavery legally ended world-wide, the Islanders kept living next to
their employers during the next century and similar employment and social
conditions remained, despite the end of indenture/slavery, which has had a long-
term negative effect on our social advancement in Australian society.



image of Australia’s first nations people
At the same time as Islander indentured labourers were imported Australian governments treated the
first nations people as little better? than slaves, working them without wages and treating them
cruelly.

We know that a substantial proportion of the original Islanders were 'kidnapped', by any definition of
the word. Historians suggest that around 5 per cent were illegally recruited, with a higher figure -10 to
15 per cent of indenture contracts -in varying degrees illegal under the terms of the Acts of Parliament
(Moore 1985, p. 45; Saunders 1974, p. 85). Islanders suggest a higher proportion, based on oral
testimony from the community.

Regardless of definitions of illegality, all of the Islanders were 'culturally kidnapped', meaning that
Europeans took cultural advantage of their small-scale societies and enticed Islanders to come to
Australia under circumstances they did not understand (Moore 1985, pp. 47-48).



Culturally Kidnapped

In the Islanders’ eyes Indentured labour contracts were
the legal framework for criminal activity that imposed
evident denial of the most basic human rights on people
of colour.

Once indentured in Queensland, they were servile bonded
labour, paid poorly (by comparison with European
labourers), and often transported by foot with overseers
on horseback and held in circumstances that have often
been described as slave-like. The conditions on the ships
which transported them were primitive and like slaving
ships. There are many substantiated examples of cruelty
and mistreatment during their contracts in Australia.

The indenture agreements did not allow labour strikes and
although they were able to challenge employers in the
courts, and sometimes did, by-in-large they did not

understand the legal system and were unable to use this
avenue of redress.

Should a plantation owner go broke transfers of contracts
occurred, which included a transfer of the human
labourers in ownership like slavery.



Mass deportation 1901 - 1904 Women and children in the cane fields

They faced a mortality rate of around thirty percent, higher than any other Australian immigrant
group and comparable only with the first nations people population.

In 1901 the government of the Commonwealth of Australia passed an Act of Parliament aimed at the
total deportation of all Islanders on mass with no consideration of life circumstances after a forty-year
period. They were basically ordered out of the country and in some cases displaced in the Pacific.
They were the only people in Australia who had an Act legislated (the Pacific Islanders Act 1901) for
their deportation. The deportation was partially funded by the deceased estate of some 15,000
Melanesian labourers that died in the fields.

During the first half of the twentieth century other pieces of legislation at Commonwealth and State
level precluded them from participation in the sugar industry, their only primary area of occupation.



Tribute to Mrs Faith Bandler, AO

descendant of Ambrym Island Vanuatu & Indian / Scottish descent

2012 Governor General
& Mrs Faith Bandler

Faith is considered today as one of twenty most influential people in the country today for her commitment to
human rights / activism in Australia and 2012 received from the Governor General and Order of Australia (AO) at

the age of 95 years.

Faiths father successfully challenged the the deportation provisions of
the Pacific Island Labourers Act of 1901 under the banner of the
Pacific Islanders Assoc. — Mackay QLD (image of Islanders petition)
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1976, Faith had helped establish
the Federal Council for the
Advancement of first nations
people known as Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders and led its
successful campaign in the 1967
referendum securing the right to
vote in 1971.



150 years of activism

2011 national body discussions, benefits
2012 first national conference Bundaberg

2013 established national body Brisbane,
Tweed Heads

2014 readdressing national representation -
establishment of a National ASSI governance
working group Mackay

2014 State body representation QLD & NSW
2014 Alliances
2015 proposed election of first NB delegates



ASSI.PJ - Strategy team & Historical advisory board



Survival through self-determination

Wantok Tweed Heads 2013

Mrs Phyllis Corowa (nee Enares)
Vanuatu descent.

Founder of the first ASSI organisation in
1972.

1901 - the Pacific Islanders Association was formed to argue deportation and better conditions over the following three years which saw
200 islanders granted special circumstances allowing them to stay.

1972 — ASSI United Council was established by Robert & Phyllis Corowa in NSW Tweed Heads
1975 - saw the first ASSI National Conference in Mackay

1992 — Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission Report (HREOC) ‘The Call for Recognition’
spearheaded by Mrs Faith Bandler, AO

1994 - Commonwealth Government Recognition

1995 — former NSW Premier Bob Carr memorandum to his ministers advising of the need for ASSI inclusion.
2000 - Queensland Government Recognition

2001 — Queensland Action plan

2013 - NSW Parliament Recognition

2014 - Federal Parliament moved a motion of regret



2010-11
success in reviving the call for recognition...

(left) ASSI corporate governance Wantok facilitator Paramount Chief Duane Vickery &
acting Prime Minister of Vanuatu the Hon. Ralph Regenvanu

* Learning from the past

* ASSI representation, grass roots

* Strategic partnerships — elders, academics, corporate governance, social consciousness,
lobbying

* Vanuatu, Council of chiefs

* Solomon Islands National Museum

« Commemoration ceremonies, Australia, Vanuatu, Solomons

More information:
www.assipj.com.au



Commemoration ceremonies 2012 - 2014

November 2014 Fiji Solomoni (Kanaks) represent July 2013 150 vyears
some 14,000 bought from Vanuatu & Solomon reenactments of
Islands. They commemorate this weekend for ancestors being
recognition of the irst Melanesian labourer’s bought kidnapped and
to Levuka the former capitol of Fiji. Expected Commemoration
attendance Prime Minister Bainimarama, and top ceremonies in Vanuatu
representatives from Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and saw Prime Minister of
China plus a team from Fiji Archives Vanuatu Moana

Carcassus call for an
Apology from the
Australian Government.
Over 200 ASSIs attended
this event including Mrs
Bonita Mabo and the
ASSI.PJ as guest speakers

May 2013 saw a major blackbirding exhibition for the International
Museums Day & in commemoration of 150 years since the first Solomon
Islanders were taken.



Shireen Malamoo — ASSI.PJ board

(78 years of age) and is of Aboriginal, Kanak descent says...

“Australia needs to grow up and tell the truth. It was a slave
trade and lets face it, it affected people of colour all over the
world. Fourteen Caribbean nations are taking Britain to court
today for slavery. Their communities remain in third world
conditions after stoic people established economic stability
for nations around the world. The same goes for our South
Sea mob.”

(1/9/14) Australian Federal Member for Hinkler, Keith Pitt said: ... “The practice of blackbirding was at
one point rebranded indentured labour, to circumvent the slavery laws of Britain. The former member
for Hinkler, Brian Courtice, fought to have 29 graves on Sunnyside farm heritage listed for protection. His
family purchased the farm in the 1920s from local businessman Edward Turner. Turner financed the slave
ship Ariel to bring South Sea islanders back to work on the local plantations.”

(1/9/14) Australian Federal Member for Shortland, NSW Ms Hall said: ... “”actually think that those
South Sea Islanders working there were, in effect, slaves. They had no rights and they did not receive the
same wages as other workers. It is a blight on the history of our country. The White Australia policy
contributed to this also. The simple fact that South Sea Islanders were deported, were treated even more
appallingly after 1901, is another blight on our country.”



This list contains over 160 surnames and is not complete. The list
largely excludes Australian South Sea lIslander families in Torres
Strait (due to lack of research). Some variations in spelling of names
have been included, so the actual number would be less. Any
corrections and additions are very welcome.

Ahwong, Ambertal, Andrew, Andrews, Appo, Armstrong, Arrow,
Auda, Backo, Baggow, Bandler, Banu, Barrett, Bellear, Bicky,
Bickey, Bikwai (Byquar), Boah, Bobongie, Boykin, Bozier, Budby,
Budd, Bunn, Carter, Cassidy, Chadburn, Choolburra, Christian,
Coakley, Cole, Choppy, Corowa, Darby, Darr (Darr-Melid), Davis,
Deshong, Dudley, Edmunds, Enares, Enfantie (Sirriarkock),
Fatnowna, Feukwandie, Geesu, Geia, Gela, George, Giblett,
Gorman, Henaway, Heron, Hodges, Innares, Itong, vy, Johnson,
Kanak, Keevers, Kia, Kinch, Lammon, Lampton, Kemp, Kissier,
Kiwatt, Leo, Kohler, Lui, Macken, Mabo, Mackeleo, Malamoo,
Malayta, Manaway, Maninga, Mann, Marlla (Marrler), Matthews,
Maycock, McCarthy, Mehow, Miller, Mezzin, Minniecon, Mooney,
Moreton, Morseu, Moss, Motto, Mount, Mussing (Mussington),
Mundine, Mye, Namok, Noter, Oba, Obah, Pakoa, Parter, Payne,
Pelayo, Penola, Percy, Poid, Power, Quakawoot, Quero, Reid,
Reys, Robe, Rode, Rowies, Sabbo (Sabbo-Toga), Sandow,
Satani, Saukuru, Sauney, Savaige, Saylor, Schaper, Sheppard,
Simonsen, Simpson, Sippie, Skinner, Slockee, Smallwood,
Solomon, Sutherland, Swali, Tallis, Talonga, Tambo, Tammorah,
Tamock, Tanna, Tanner, Tapim, Tarrella, Tarryango, Tass, Tattow,
Terare, Terrere Thomas, Toar, Toas, Togo, Tolonga, Tammorah,
Tomarra, Tomarie, Tonga, Trevy, Upkett, Vice, Vickery, Viti,
Willie, Watego, Warcon, Ware, Wass-Miller, Williams, Wogas,
Wone, Womald, Wright, Wymarra, Yasso, Yasserie, Yatta,
Youse.






2010 to 2011 ASSI.PJ board members ASSI Elder votes to move forward with National body

Womens Group Bundaberg Wantok 2012 Stori blong Mary



The journey...










