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ecades have gone and
he had no idea it -
£ would ¢come the day
# when he would set foot
onto the land of his an-
: cestors. :
i The tearsof joy were
¢ plain on'his eyes. But
! these were soon replaced
8 with smiles ashesat to
tell his'story.
i  Graham Mooney is a
¢ descendant of one of
¢ the Solomon Island-
i erstaken to Australia
& during the Black
i Birding days:
His ancestor was
taken there to work
k' in sugarcane farms
in Queensland. Now
heisreturning to -
¢ 2 place he had only
heard of:
But that’s not
until he was 62.
“Setting foot here
i Was very emotion-
al,” Mooney told the
Sunday Star.
He was the first in
a family of seven.
He and his sib-
lings are fourth
generation Solomon
Islanders who now
made and called
Australia home.

“It was just unbhe-.
lievable that I've fi-
nally made it to the
place my ancestor
came from. This is
something T've been
looking forward to
in many years,” he
said.

Mooney’s father
wass of Malaita and
Gela parentage,
while his mother
was Ni-Vanuatu,

But his great
grandmother and

#§ great grandfather
are both from Solo-
} mon Islands.

“The excitement came tomy
3 family; everyone’s happy for me and
@ receiving texts telling me of going
home is a heartfelt thing,” the very
emotional Mooney said.

“Touching down here, for me,

I could sense myself living in-
between the old and new South Sea
f Islanders.

“I could sense the image of see-
ing the natural bush and gardens
that my father usually refers to in
Mackay, Queensland.

“He always made a point - thisis_
‘the Solomon Islands garden refer-
‘ring to his own garden, that, I can

actually feel the mood being here
differently,” Mooney said.

He said he very much wanted to

feel and get a taste of what local
people do. i

“Talways want to know what local
people do, I what to get a taste of
what’s it like.”

Mooney said it was very execiting

the moment he stepped out of the plane,
and not long after, he started to talk and
meet people.

“I'could sense the humour of connec-
tion, and would get the feeling of want-
ing to meet up with relatives here.

“That explains my first night on ar-
rival; I was so anxious, wanting so much
to walk the streets and get to feel what
locals do.

“I guess that excitement and eagerness
to discover my great grandparents’ back-
ground, I could have jumped into a boa
heading out to the province. e

“If only it was not for my colleagues
with the sole purpose of being, I would
have wondered out somewhere in Malaita
or Gela,” he said. :

Mooney is here on a fact finding mis-
sion with colleagues from the Australian

South Sea Islanders Association.

Their mission is to find, re-establish
and unite Solomon Islands descendants
in Queensland, Australia, taken during
the black birding era to their ancestry

links.

Unlike his colleagues who are mostly
of ancestry connections to Vanuatu,
Mooney was the one stand out who had
blood ties here.

He never had that in mind as a child
until he was matured enough to know,
that is when he came to discover his roots
from Solomon Islands.

But how did Graham Mooney actually

_ relate in history through this past black-

ing birding era?

With mixed blood ties including
Aboriginals, Mooney's untold story in
discovering his family's ancestry in Solo-

e

*www;solomun'stamews-.com

mon Islands is history recorded.

Not a surprise of that Ab-
origine advantage; it gave
Mooney an eagier path for
him to understand the differ-
ent cultures and eventually
pave through to discover his
rightful connections.
“IThave both Aboriginal
and South Sea Islander
heritage from both in
my father and mother’s
ancestry.

“My father was brought
up strictly in Solomon
Islands culture and still
speaks pidgin today.
4 “I was given the role
& asour biological fam-
ily historian both en
my father's ancestry
and lineage into the
Solomon Islands and
my mother's ances-
try and lineage into my
Vanuatu heritage,” he
- said.

Mooney went on and
explain his connection'in
history.

“Our great grandfather,
Kwailiu and great grand-
‘mother, Orrani were brought
to Queensland as inden-
tured workers to grow sugar-
cane in Innisfail in far North
Queensland. .
“My father came from Fatale-
ka, Malaita in 1888. My father’s .
lineage as a Solomon Islander

1

- comes through his mother

Cecily Fatnowna, the youngest
daughter of Kwailiu and Orrani.

“Cecily Fatnowna married
Harry Mooney, whose Solo-
mon Islander ancestry comes .
through his father's bloodline
— Alec Lekki from Gela,” he

explained.

He said he might not be that
first person in his extended
family connections because his
aunt, father’s only Sister Isabel
Sabbo with her daughter Karren
Sabbo was here last year.

“My aunt visited Malaita on
other occasions and had made
concrete links to our families
in Malaita and just recently
there was a visit to my father in
Mackay to pay respect to him.”

Mooney said his father being
one of those elders in Malaita
that time of blacking birding,

~ his status remaing significant
today. $

“He is the most senior elderly
between our family in Australia
and our family in Malaita; he is
well and alive at age 94." ‘

A short sting for the workshop
on FAEDEM BAEK FAMILI, .
Mooney wish he could make
it up for and discover more of
Solomon Islands.

“I wish I could have that
enough time to go out and learn
more of the provinces, especial-
1y to the yet to discover link of
my great grandmother from my
father’s lineage on Gela.

“But it’s certainly good to be
home,” he said.




